
Wicked Movie: Does It Fulfill the Hype? Reviews Inside!

Description

The Verdict
Did the Wicked Film Live Up to the Anticipation? Explore the
Reviews
Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande headline Jon M. Chu's cinematic adaptation.
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Ariana Grande and Cynthia Erivo in Wicked
Courtesy of Universal Pictures

As the highly anticipated first installment of the Wicked film adaptation approaches its November 22 public 
release, critics are now free to share their reviews!

Directed by Jon M. Chu, renowned for his work on In the Heights and Crazy Rich Asians, this adaptation has
become one of the most eagerly discussed musical films in recent memory. Has it truly soared above the
clouds of expectations? Critics offer their insights below, but be advised: spoilers may abound!

Engage with the reviews here:

Backlot Magazine (Ridge Harripersad)
Business Insider (Palmer Haasch)
Chicago Reader (Albert Williams)
Collider (Jeff Ewing)
The Daily Beast (Kevin Fallon)
Deadline (Pete Hammond)
Entertainment Weekly (Christian Holub)
The Guardian (Peter Bradshaw)
Hello Magazine (Rebecca Lewis)
The Hollywood Reporter (David Rooney)
IGN (Alyssa Mora)
The Independent (Chris Wasser) *
The Irish Examiner (Declan Burke) *
The Irish Times (Donald Clarke)
LA Times (Katie Walsh) *
Looper (Cynthia Vinney)
Mashable (Kristy Puchko)
Metro UK (Tori Brazier)
NPR (Aisha Harris)
The New Statesman (Simran Hans)
The New York Post (Johnny Oleksinski) *
Out Magazine (Mey Rude)
People Magazine (Eric Andersson)
Polygon (Petrana Radulovic) *
Screen Crush (Matt Singer)
Screen Daily (Fionnuala Halligan)
Screen Rant (Rachel Labonte)
The Seattle Times (Moira Macdonald) *
Slant Magazine (Dan Rubins)
Slash Film (Witney Seibold)
The Telegraph (Robbie Collin)
TheaterMania (David Gordon)
Variety (Peter Debruge) *
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https://deadline.com/2024/11/wicked-review-cynthia-erivo-ariana-grande-movie-musical-adaptation-1236181476/
https://deadline.com/2024/11/wicked-review-cynthia-erivo-ariana-grande-movie-musical-adaptation-1236181476/
https://www.cgmagonline.com/review/movie/wicked-2024-review/
https://www.businessinsider.com/wicked-musical-film-ariana-grande-cynthia-erivo-review-2024-11
https://chicagoreader.com/film/movie-review/review-wicked/
https://collider.com/wicked-movie-review/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/obsessed/wicked-review-spectacular-musical-is-must-see-film-event-of-year/
https://deadline.com/2024/11/wicked-review-cynthia-erivo-ariana-grande-movie-musical-adaptation-1236181476/
https://ew.com/wicked-review-musical-adaptation-hits-right-notes-lacks-visual-variety-8747457
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2024/nov/19/wicked-review-cynthia-erivo-ariana-grande-wizard-of-oz-stephen-schwartz
https://www.hellomagazine.com/film/730818/wicked-review-ariana-grande-cynthia-erivo-version/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-reviews/wicked-review-cynthia-erivo-ariana-grande-1236062372/
https://www.ign.com/articles/wicked-review-ariana-grande-cynthia-erivo-jon-m-chu
https://www.independent.ie/entertainment/movies/movie-reviews/wicked-part-1-review-witches-cast-a-spell-with-magical-tunes-but-whats-left-for-the-sequel/a938706683.html
https://www.irishexaminer.com/lifestyle/artsandculture/arid-41519900.html
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/film/review/2024/11/19/wicked-review-yes-its-a-nightmare-in-digital-wax-but-youll-leave-the-cinema-in-buoyant-mood/
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/movies/story/2024-11-19/wicked-review-part-i-cynthia-erivo-ariana-grande-john-chu-musical
https://www.looper.com/1717388/wicked-part-one-movie-review/
https://mashable.com/article/wicked-part-1-review
https://metro.co.uk/2024/11/19/wickeds-phenomenal-film-adaptation-miles-better-stage-musical-22020741/
https://www.npr.org/2024/11/19/nx-s1-5175607/wicked-movie-review-ariana-grande-cynthia-erivo
https://www.newstatesman.com/culture/film/2024/11/wicked-part-one-review-super-sized-elaborate-hip-hop-influenced-take-musical-ariana-grande-cynthia-erivo
https://nypost.com/2024/11/19/entertainment/wicked-review-decent-movie-adaptation-doesnt-defy-gravity-without-second-half/
https://www.out.com/film/wicked-gay-movie-review
https://people.com/wicked-review-ariana-grande-shines-oz-some-adaptation-broadway-hit-8745253
https://www.polygon.com/review/481398/wicked-movie-review-musical
https://screencrush.com/wicked-movie-review/
https://www.screendaily.com/reviews/wicked-review/5199197.article
https://screenrant.com/wicked-movie-review/
https://www.seattletimes.com/entertainment/movies/wicked-review-cynthia-erivo-ariana-grande-soar-in-film-adaptation/
https://www.slantmagazine.com/film/wicked-review-cynthia-erivo-ariana-grande-jonathan-bailey/
https://www.slashfilm.com/1713820/wicked-movie-review/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/films/0/wicked-review-ariana-grande-cynthia-erivo/
https://www.theatermania.com/news/review-wicked-part-one-is-a-great-big-hollywood-blockbuster-for-all-ages_1756082/
https://variety.com/2024/film/reviews/wicked-review-cynthia-erivo-ariana-grande-1236214272/


Vulture (Bilge Ebiri)
WhatsOnStage (Alex Wood)
The Wrap (William Bibbiani)

*Some reviews may require a free account or a subscription for access.

Playbill will persist in updating this compilation as additional reviews emerge.

The film adaptation of Wicked features songs by Stephen Schwartz, a screenplay penned by Winnie
Holzman, and visually captivating designs crafted by Tony Award winner Paul Tazewell. The film stars Tony
Award winner Cynthia Erivo and Grammy Award winner Ariana Grande in the iconic roles of Elphaba and
Glinda, respectively.

Joining them are West End Company Olivier winner and Bridgerton star Jonathan Bailey as Fiyero, 
SpongeBob SquarePants star Ethan Slater as Boq, Emmy winner Peter Dinklage as Dr. Dillamond, 2023
Oscar winner Michelle Yeoh as Madame Morrible, Jeff Goldblum as The Wizard, and the talented newcomer
Marissa Bode as Nessarose. Additionally, stage and screen luminary Keala Settle, alongside SNL's Bowen
Yang, Bronwyn James, Aaron Teoh, and Colin Michael Carmichael, portray new characters exclusive to this
cinematic rendition, with Settle taking on the role of Miss Coddle and Carmichael featuring as Professor
Nikidik.

READ: 15 Enchanting Easter Eggs in Wicked's Official Trailer.

Wicked, reimagining the classic tale of The Wizard of Oz, first dazzled audiences on Broadway in 2003 and
remains a firm favorite at the Gershwin Theatre. Based on Gregory Maguire's novel, the musical showcases
Schwartz’s arresting music and poignant lyrics, alongside Holzman’s compelling book. The original
Broadway cast featured Tony winners Idina Menzel and Kristin Chenoweth as Elphaba and Glinda,
respectively, and Wicked now holds the distinction of being the fourth longest-running show in Broadway
history.

It secured Tony Awards in 2004 for Best Actress in a Musical (Menzel), Best Costume Design (Susan
Hilferty), and Best Scenic Design (Eugene Lee).

Secure your tickets at a theater near you via WickedMovie.com. You can also pre-order the film's soundtrack
album, set to release on November 22, through this link. The film's second part is scheduled for release on
Thanksgiving 2025.

Vocabulary List:

1. Anticipation /ænˌtɪs.ɪˈpeɪ.ʃən/ (noun): The state of expecting or looking forward to something.
2. Adaptation /ˌæd.æpˈteɪ.ʃən/ (noun): The process of adjusting to new conditions or the act of modifying 

something for a different purpose.
3. Cinematic /ˌsɪ.nəˈmæt.ɪk/ (adjective): Relating to the cinema or movies; characteristic of filmmaking.
4. Eagerly /ˈiː.ɡərli/ (adverb): With great enthusiasm or excitement.
5. Captivating /ˈkæp.tɪ.veɪ.tɪŋ/ (adjective): Attracting and holding interest or attention.
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https://www.vulture.com/article/review-wicked-is-as-enchanting-as-it-is-exhausting.html
https://www.whatsonstage.com/news/wicked-movie-review-let-us-rejoicify-its-almost-perfect_1652356/
https://www.thewrap.com/wicked-review-ariana-grande-cynthia-erivo-universal/
http://wickedmovie.com/tickets
https://wickedthesoundtrack.lnk.to/preorder


6. Incorporate /ɪnˈkɔːr.pə.reɪt/ (verb): To include or integrate a part into a whole.

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which word means the act of eagerly looking forward to something? 
    Option: Anticipation
    Option: Adaptation
    Option: Eagerly
    Option: Captivating

2. Which word means to include or combine something into something else? 
    Option: Glimpse
    Option: Incorporate
    Option: Fashion
    Option: Expansive

3. Which word describes something that evokes positive emotions such as love and happiness? 
    Option: Cherish
    Option: Heartwarming
    Option: Navigate
    Option: Stalwarts

4. Which word typically refers to a person in a high-level managerial position within a company? 
    Option: Anticipated
    Option: Executive
    Option: Lauded
    Option: Orchestrated

5. Which word means belonging or relating separately to each of the things already mentioned? 
    Option: Cinematic
    Option: Respective
    Option: Trajectory
    Option: Transition

6. Which word refers to the period during which someone holds a particular position? 
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    Option: Anticipation
    Option: Tenure
    Option: Restructuring
    Option: Impact

7. Which word means to reveal or make known something previously hidden or secret? 
    Option: Unveiled
    Option: Transition
    Option: Lauded
    Option: Impact

8. Which word means to carefully arrange or organize a situation or event? 
    Option: Anticipated
    Option: Fashion
    Option: Tragically
    Option: Orchestrated

9. Which word means a sudden feeling of unhappiness or disappointment? 
    Option: Cherish
    Option: Ensemble
    Option: Dismay
    Option: Anticipation

10. Which word refers to the effect or influence that an event situation etc. has on someone or something? 
    Option: Anticipation
    Option: Impact
    Option: Executive
    Option: Transition

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The  of the industry have been leading the way for years. 

12. The most  movie release of the year is finally here. 

13. The company  its new product line with great fanfare. 

14. It is important to  the time spent with loved ones. 

15. The company is undergoing a major  to improve efficiency. 
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16. The team is in the process of  to a new project management system. 

17. The company's stock has been on a positive  recently. 

18. The fans are  awaiting the release of the new album. 

19. The new policy had a significant  on employee morale. 

20. She sat quietly  her next move. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The feeling of excitement and eagerness filled the room as they awaited the announcement.

22. The director's use of lighting and angles added a quality to the film.

23. She caught a of the stunning sunset through the trees.

24. The designer's latest collection was a perfect blend of classic elegance and modern .

25. She had to through the maze of corridors to find the meeting room.

26. The hotel lobby was grand and with high ceilings and marble floors.

27. The scale of the natural disaster was in the region's history.

28. The book aims to the history of the ancient civilization.

29. The company is in the process of to a more sustainable business model.

30. The team met to discuss the strategic direction of the company.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Anticipation 2. Incorporate 3. Heartwarming 4. Executive 5. Respective 6. Tenure
7. Unveiled 8. Orchestrated 9. Dismay 10. Impact
Gap-Fill: 11. Stalwarts 12. Anticipated 13. Launched 14. Cherish 15. Restructuring 16. Transition 17. 
Trajectory 18. Eagerly 19. Impact 20. Contemplating
Matching sentence: 1. Anticipation 2. Cinematic 3. Glimpse 4. Fashion 5. Navigate 6. Expansive
7. Unprecedented 8. Chronicle 9. Transition 10. Executive
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