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World’s Deadliest Spider Reveals Chilling Secret!
Description

From early childhood, Australians are invariably instructed to exercise caution in the presence of the
formidable funnel-web spider. These sizable, ebony-hued arachnids, characterized by their aggressive
disposition, inhabit the eastern regions of the continent, constructing web-ensconced burrows to ambush
their prey, predominantly small invertebrates. Evolution has endowed them with a venom that is
disproportionately lethal to humans compared to that of any other spider species.

Australia boasts numerous funnel-web species, yet the most notorious in terms of venom potency is the
Sydney funnel-web (Atrax robustus), indigenous to the New South Wales coastline. However, recent in-
depth analyses reveal that what was long presumed a single species is, in fact, a triad of distinct species.

This revelation, rather than inducing alarm, offers a silver lining: it enables researchers to more precisely
delineate and comprehend the venom profiles of each species. Under the aegis of arachnologist Stephanie
Loria from the Leibniz Institute for the Analysis of Biodiversity Change in Germany, a dedicated team
embarked upon elucidating this perplexing biodiversity. They sought to determine whether observed
phenotypic variations stemmed from environmental adaptations or indicative of profound taxonomic
diversity.

WortdistReadliestSpidenktas Been Harboring a Horrifying Secret
The Newcastle funnel-web was previously misclassified as a member of the Sydney funnel-web

species. (Kane Christensen)

Through comprehensive genetic analysis, the researchers discerned that the erstwhile collective A. robustus
encompassed two additional species, each inhabiting distinctly different ecological niches. The Sydney
funnel-web maintains a primary range concentrated around the metropolis of Sydney, while the newly
identified Newcastle funnel-web (Atrax christenseni) resides further north, with notable specimens such as
the renowned ‘Big Boy’ elucidating the diversity within this group.

Though funnel-web venom is recognized as the most toxic globally, fatalities from bites have been curtailed
since the advent of an effective antivenom in 1981. The implications of these findings extend beyond mere
classification; they promise enhancements in the efficacy of antivenom and elucidate the therapeutic
potential of these venoms, with applications ranging from agrochemicals to innovative pharmaceuticals.

Nevertheless, a disheartening trend is emerging, as funnel-web populations appear to be declining. Their
ecological significance underscores the necessity for refined understanding and conservation efforts,
particularly in light of an increasingly volatile environmental landscape. The full research is documented in
BMC Ecology and Evolution.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney_funnel-web_spider
https://australian.museum/learn/animals/spiders/newcastle-funnel-web-spider-atrax-christenseni/
https://bmcecolevol.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12862-024-02332-0#Sec12
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Vocabulary List:

1. Formidable /f>:r'midabl/ (adjective): Inspiring fear or respect through being impressively large powerful intense
or capable.

2. Ecological /,i:.ka'lnd3z.1.kal/ (adjective): Relating to the relationships between the biological organisms and their
environment.

3. Phenotypic /fi:'nouv,tipik/ (adjective): Relating to the observable properties of an organism resulting from the
interaction of its genotype with the environment.

4. Delineate /dr'lini,ert/ (verb): To describe or portray something precisely.

U

. Antivenom /,&nti'venam/ (noun): A substance that counteracts the effects of venom.
6. Taxonomic / taeksa'nomik/ (adjective): Relating to the science of naming describing and classifying organisms.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Where do funnel-web spiders predominantly inhabit?

Option: Western Australia
Option: Eastern regions of Australia
Option: Northern Territory
Option: Southern Australia

2. What is the most notorious funnel-web species in terms of venom potency?

Option: Sydney funnel-web
Option: Melbourne funnel-web
Option: Perth funnel-web
Option: Brisbane funnel-web

3. When was an effective antivenom for funnel-web spider bites introduced?

Option: 1975
Option: 1981
Option: 1990
Option: 2005

4. Where does the newly identified Newcastle funnel-web species reside?

Option: Western Australia

Page 2
www.esl-news.com



ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

Option: South Australia
Option: North of Sydney
Option: Victoria
5. What is the color of the funnel-web spiders described in the text?
Option: Red
Option: Black

Option: Blue
Option: Green

6. What type of burrows do funnel-web spiders construct?
Option: Ground burrows
Option: Tree burrows

Option: Rock burrows
Option: Web-ensconced burrows

True-False

7. Funnel-web spider venom is the most toxic venom to humans globally.

8. The Sydney funnel-web species was long believed to be a single species.

9. The Newcastle funnel-web was classified as a member of the Sydney funnel-web species.

10. Funnel-web populations are on the rise in recent years.

11. Stephanie Loria led the research team from Germany.

12. The venom of funnel-web spiders has no therapeutic potential for humans.

Gap-Fill

13. The Sydney funnel-web spider is indigenous to the coastline of South Wales.

14. The effective antivenom for funnel-web spider bites was introduced in
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16. Funnel-web spiders construct web-ensconced burrows to ambush predominantly

17. Fatalities due to funnel-web spider bites have decreased since the advent of an effective

in 1981.
18. The full research is documented in <a
href="https://bmcecolevol.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12862-024-02332-0#Secl2"><i>

Ecology and Evolution</i></a>.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Eastern regions of Australia 2. Sydney funnel-web 3. 1981 4. North of Sydney 5. Black
6. Web-ensconced burrows

True-False: 7. True 8. True 9. False 10. False 11. True 12. False

Gap-Fill: 13. New 14. 1981 16. small invertebrates 17. antivenom 18. BMC

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. What term is used to describe something that has been explained in a clear and detailed manner?
Option: Absorption
Option: Degeneration
Option: Elucidated
Option: Therapeutic

2. Which term refers to the origin and development of a disease?
Option: Mitigating
Option: Pathogenesis
Option: Intercellular
Option: Taxonomic

3. Which term means inspiring fear or respect through being impressively large powerful intense or
capable?
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Option: Formidable
Option: Ecological
Option: Phenotypic
Option: Modulate

4. Which term relates to the healing of a disease or the treatment of a disorder?

Option: Intrinsic
Option: Therapeutic
Option: Delineate
Option: Antisocial

5. What is the term used to describe a statistical analysis that combines the results of multiple scientific
studies?

Option: Meta-analysis
Option: Prophylaxis
Option: Mitigating
Option: Inherent

6. Which term means to support strengthen or reinforce something?

Option: Obscured
Option: Bolster
Option: Emblematic
Option: Augmented

7. What term describes a pattern of behavior that is harmful or disruptive to others in society?
Option: Exquisite
Option: Antisocial
Option: Artistry
Option: Mortality

8. Which term means to regulate adjust or control something?

Option: Discern
Option: Modulate
Option: Acquity
Option: Vital

9. What term is used to describe something that is not clear or hidden from view?

Option: Inherent
Option: Obscured
Option: Delineate
Option: Degeneration

10. Which term means to make something greater by adding to it?
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Option: Augmented
Option: Acquity
Option: Vital
Option: Mortality

Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

11. is the sharpness or keenness of thought vision or hearing.

12. refers to the deterioration or weakening of something especially over time.
13. Proper nutrition is for maintaining good health.

14. Her talent for music became evident at a very young age.

15. The scientist studied the impact of deforestation on local wildlife.

16. The government introduced new policies to reduce infant rates.

17. The study focused on the characteristics displayed by the new species.

18. The artist was able to the intricate details of the landscape in his painting.
19. The hiker was saved by the timely administration of after being bitten by a
snake.

20. Regular hand washing is a simple form of against the spread of infectious

diseases.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

21. The professor the complex theory to the students in a way that was easy to understand.

22. Communication between cells occurs through signaling molecules.

23. The bald eagle is of strength and freedom in the United States.

24. The researchers conducted a of existing studies to draw comprehensive conclusions.
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25. Her talent for storytelling was and had been evident since she was a child.

26. The ability to subtle differences in color is essential for a painter.

27. The chef's culinary was evident in the beautifully presented dishes.

28. Planting more trees is a factor in reducing air pollution.

29. The jewelry was crafted with detail and precision.

30. The scientist carefully outlined the experimental before conducting the research.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Elucidated 2. Pathogenesis 3. Formidable 4. Therapeutic 5. Meta-analysis 6. Bolster

7. Antisocial 8. Modulate 9. Obscured 10. Augmented

Gap-Fill: 11. Acquity 12. Degeneration 13. Vital 14. Intrinsic 15. Ecological 16. Mortality 17. Phenotypic
18. Delineate 19. Antivenom 20. Prophylaxis

Matching sentence: 1. Elucidated 2. Intercellular 3. Emblematic 4. Meta-analysis 5. Inherent 6. Discern 7.
Artistry 8. Mitigating 9. Exquisite 10. Methodology
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