
Rare Discovery: Most Complete Dinosaur Found in UK in Nearly a
Century

Description

A new dinosaur species, Comptonatus chasei, has been discovered on the Isle of Wight, shedding light on
Cretaceous-era dinosaur diversity in England. This significant finding represents a major advancement in
understanding prehistoric life, with ongoing research suggesting more discoveries are likely.

The most complete dinosaur specimen found in England in the past century, Comptonatus chasei, is
approximately 125 million years old and was unearthed in 2013 by fossil collector Nick Chase. Jeremy
Lockwood, a University of Portsmouth PhD student, led the excavation and analysis of the skeleton,
determining that it belonged to a new genus and species, named in tribute to Nick.

Comptonatus chasei differs from previously known dinosaurs due to unique features in its skull, teeth, and
body. The specimen's large pubic hip bone, described as the size of a dinner plate, has sparked intrigue
among researchers, leading to speculation about the dinosaur's locomotion and habits.

The discovery highlights the diversity of dinosaurs in southern England during the Early Cretaceous period
and contributes to the study of ecosystems in the region. The dinosaur has been added to the collection at
the Dinosaur Isle Museum in Sandown, Isle of Wight, showcasing the rich natural heritage of the area.

Overall, the finding of Comptonatus chasei underscores the importance of ongoing research and
preservation efforts in uncovering the prehistoric past and providing insights into the evolution of dinosaurs.

Vocabulary List:

1. Specimen /ˈspɛsɪmən/ (noun): An individual animal plant or mineral used as an example of its species or type for 
scientific study.

2. Excavation /ˌɛk.skəˈveɪ.ʃən/ (noun): The act of digging out and removing earth to uncover archaeological finds.
3. Diversity /daɪˈvɜːrsɪti/ (noun): The state of being varied; a range of different things.
4. Locomotion /ˌloʊ.kəˈmoʊ.ʃən/ (noun): The ability to move from one place to another.
5. Speculation /ˌspɛkjʊˈleɪʃən/ (noun): The forming of a theory or conjecture without firm evidence.
6. Ecosystem /ˈiː.koʊˌsɪs.təm/ (noun): A biological community of interacting organisms and their physical 

environment.

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. Where was the new dinosaur species Comptonatus chasei discovered? 
    Option: Isle of Wight
    Option: Scotland
    Option: North America
    Option: Australia

2. In which era does the discovery of Comptonatus chasei shed light on dinosaur diversity? 
    Option: Jurassic era
    Option: Cretaceous era
    Option: Triassic era
    Option: Paleogene era

3. Who led the excavation and analysis of the Comptonatus chasei skeleton? 
    Option: Nick Chase
    Option: Jeremy Lockwood
    Option: University of Portsmouth
    Option: Dinosaur Isle Museum

4. What unique feature of Comptonatus chasei has intrigued researchers? 
    Option: Tail structure
    Option: Teeth shape
    Option: Pubic hip bone size
    Option: Claw structure

5. Where has the dinosaur specimen Comptonatus chasei been added to a museum collection? 
    Option: British Museum
    Option: Natural History Museum London
    Option: Smithsonian Institution
    Option: Dinosaur Isle Museum Isle of Wight

6. What does the finding of Comptonatus chasei underscore the importance of? 
    Option: Conservation of modern species
    Option: Preservation of natural habitats
    Option: Ongoing research and preservation efforts
    Option: Human evolution studies
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Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Isle of Wight 2. Cretaceous era 3. Jeremy Lockwood 4. Pubic hip bone size 5. Dinosaur 
Isle Museum Isle of Wight 6. Ongoing research and preservation efforts

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What term refers to the payment received in exchange for work or services rendered? 
    Option: Connectivity
    Option: Compensation
    Option: Stabilize
    Option: Outage

2. Which term is associated with traits passed down from parents to offspring? 
    Option: Inbreeding
    Option: Diversity
    Option: Genetic
    Option: Sobering

3. What process involves digging and uncovering archaeological finds? 
    Option: Fragility
    Option: Interconnectedness
    Option: Excavation
    Option: Biodiversity

4. Which term describes the process of growth or advancement? 
    Option: Collective
    Option: Cognitive
    Option: Development
    Option: Specimen

5. What term refers to a community of organisms interacting with their environment? 
    Option: Announcement
    Option: Possibility
    Option: Development
    Option: Ecosystem
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6. What term means making someone or something more known or accustomed to a particular situation? 
    Option: Significant
    Option: Reception
    Option: Familiarizing
    Option: Outage

7. What term refers to a period when a service is unavailable or not functioning? 
    Option: Enigmatic
    Option: Genetic
    Option: Outage
    Option: Stabilize

8. Which term denotes the potential for something to happen or exist? 
    Option: Excavation
    Option: Diversity
    Option: Possibility
    Option: Locomotion

9. What term represents the state of being recognized or accepted? 
    Option: Stabilize
    Option: Acknowledged
    Option: Inbreeding
    Option: Diversity

10. Which term describes the variety of life forms in a given ecosystem or habitat? 
    Option: Collective
    Option: Cognitive
    Option: Specimen
    Option: Biodiversity

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The  of the new office building was a top priority to ensure seamless 

operations. 

12. The efforts to  the economy were evident in the recent fiscal policies. 

13. Ecology emphasizes the delicate balance and  of various species within an 

ecosystem. 
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14. The success of the project was attributed to the  effort of all team members. 

15. Stimulating activities can enhance a child’s  development and problem-solving 

skills. 

16. The biologist carefully examined the rare plant  collected from the remote 

forest. 

17. The sudden  of the iconic landmark left the community in mourning. 

18. The national park was established to promote the  of endangered species and 

their habitats. 

19. The documentary on climate change presented a  outlook on the planet’s 

future. 

20. The new product received a warm  from consumers during the launch event. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The political upheaval resulted in widespread chaos and uncertainty in the region.

22. The artist's abstract painting left viewers puzzled by its mysterious and puzzling nature.

23. The population exhibited signs of reduced genetic diversity due to repeated mating within close
relatives.

24. The multicultural city celebrated its rich array of traditions languages and cuisines.

25. The fragmentation of the ancient manuscript made it challenging to piece together the complete text.

26. The study focused on the evolution of early vertebrates and their modes of movement.

27. Financial markets were affected by the increased regarding the upcoming company merger.

28. The conservation efforts aimed to protect the rich of flora and fauna in the rainforest.
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29. Scientists are exploring the of life existing beyond our planet in other galaxies.

30. The research findings had a impact on the understanding of climate change patterns.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Compensation 2. Genetic 3. Excavation 4. Development 5. Ecosystem 6. Familiarizing
7. Outage 8. Possibility 9. Acknowledged 10. Biodiversity
Gap-Fill: 11. Connectivity 12. Stabilize 13. Interconnectedness 14. Collective 15. Cognitive 16. Specimen
17. Demise 18. Conservation 19. Sobering 20. Reception
Matching sentence: 1. Instability 2. Enigmatic 3. Inbreeding 4. Diversity 5. Fragmentation 6. Locomotion
7. Speculation 8. Biodiversity 9. Possibility 10. Significant
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